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Willie Keeler, who managed to aver-

ae 383 for eight years in the big

leagues, and without once trying to
knock the cover off the ball

very long, straight neck because of

the cumulative result of generation

after generation of stretching up to
#s branches of the acacia trees, but Babe
Ruth's genius for hitting home runs is not so
adly accounted for.
sion from type.

His ancestors deserve much of the credit,
of course, for the poke-force this Yankee en-
gine of hitting gets into his swing, but the
men who are continually tampering with the
riley of baseball have even more to do with
s guccess than variations and modificationa

THE giraffe, scientizsts say, has got a

His case is one of vari-

#whis family tree.

1f you ask Charley H. Ebbetts, part owner
of tie Brooklyn National League baseball
team, he will tell you that the trees from
ghich Babe Ruth gets his bats have a greater
mgponsibility for the distance the Yankee star
drives a baseball than an entire forest of gene-
siogical timber.

“All of these home runs are to be accounted
for by heavier bats,” said Mr. Ebbetts. He
bad been asked the guestion so many times
for so many months that he has it all memo-
_rited. “I don't mean that the bat actually
weighs more, but there is more of the body of
the wood down where it meets the ball.”

Baseball’s Heavy Villain
Stems To Be the Bat

“Rule 15 says the bat must be round and no
longer than forty-two inches and no thicker
than two and three-quarter inches. Well, that
is one baseball rule that hasn't been monkeyed
with. Years ago there were very few bats
that wers made as thick as the law allowed,

“Most of the players thought more about
getting the full forty-two inches and didn’t
concern themselves so much about heft or
thickness, Now they are mostly using blud-
geons. They take smaller handles and have
the bulk of the wood at the end of the bat
where it encounters the ball. I'd say 85 per
tent of the increased number of home runs is
dte to this,

“Possibly the boys learned from golf that
they could employ all of their strength in a
®ing without having such a thick handle,
T bats are much shorter. There’s one play-
#~I name no names, but he's a little bird—
M5 a very short bat. And he can hit.

“There has been no change in the ball ex-

. "t that better materials are used in its
Hanufacture. The wool is better, winds tight-
€ and makes a ball more nearly perfect., I
belleve these two things have resulted in giv-
i‘t._ the batter an advantage over the pitcher.
Inthe oig days the bat, as I recall it, was al-
M8t &s thick at the handle as it wae at the
hQi-l’la!u; end. It was like that when the best
3 in any league was ‘Wee’ Willie Keeler.”
- There was a name to conjure with unttl
telve years ago, when Billy Keeler's legs be-
l}h to cheat him. Keeler was the first base-
h? batter of note to regard his work as an
' almost as a science. I1f there fs & man
Mive who could settle this controversy about
fie home-run industry it would be “Wee” Willie
_ » Who is to Brooklyn small boys what
Arren G. Harding is to the youngsters of
o, Ohio, or David Belasco to the ushers
% Ban Francisco theaters, or Gene Sarazen
b eaddies everywhere.
N““‘? a slugger, “Wee” Willie banged out
m“‘ when they counted and mads g spe-

:ﬁy of singles with the result that in 1297

1808 he led the National League in sea-

OME RUN A MEN;

By BOYDEN SPARKES

If home runs are becoming too frequent and too easy, something like this might remedy matters: four bases instead of three, hazards (as in golf) along the
base paths, outfielders posted on the battlements, formerly the fence

sona] batting averages. It was .482 in 1897,
and his average for eight years was .383, some-
thing over 200 hits a season for eight succes-
sive years. :

When Billy Keeler was doing that the little
frame house in 376 Pulaski Street was a base-
ball fan’s shrine. It was the home of Willie
Keeler and his dad.

Five feet six inches tall, a full-length bat
was only two feet shorter than thiz man with
an uncanny ability to, as he expressed it, “hit
‘em where they ain't.” Besides that he had a
grand eye. In the seven years he was with the
American League he finished second once and
third once. It would be difficult to say with
accuracy just how soon after he was born in
that Pulaski Street house in March, 1872, that
“Wee'"” Willie began to pley ball, But it is an
historical fact that when he was twenty years
of age he was getting 32 a game with Plain-
field, N. J. Then he went to Binghamton, of
the Eastern League, for $90 a month. Next
came the Giants with an offer of $1,000 a year.
They tired of him quickly—his hitting powers
were almost latent then—and in successive
deals he went to Brooklyn snd Baltimore.
There is where he began to make good and
for sixteen years was a star outfielder, always
in right field.

The Little Man Whom
Pitchers Dreaded

In 1893 the Baltimore Orioles already had
John McGraw, Hughey Jennings and Kelley,,
and with Keeler's enlistment Ned Hanlon com-
pleted ' the most famous quartet known to
baseball. In 1894, 1895 and 1896 the Ovioles
were champions of the National League. They

were second in 1B97 and 1888, but it wasn’t

“Wee” Willie's fault they did not lead then, for
those were the two years he was at the top
of his baiting form. It was then the grand-
stands rocked with yells and stamping feet at
the sight of a frai] little figure stepping out
to the plate, hefting a bt that he gripped al-
most in the middle and drying his paims of

perspiration by rubbing them over the seat of

his breeches, Thoss wers the dave when "Wee”
Willle Keelar's plcture was en the sporting
pages day after day with captions that sald:
“Wizard better who made the winning run,”
or “The ment accurats bunter in the business.”

In & thick envelope of erumbling veliow éﬂp- £

pings, from old newspapers s “"Wea" Willis's
history, including & fragment of a stery in

Your old English cricketer comes back and finds his national game just what
it was when he was a boy. No rule changes to bother him

19803 that proclaimed that Keeler's salary was
$10,000 a year. University athletic control
boards sought his services as coach and at least
ane Harvard team won victories by a studious
absorption of “Professor” Keeler's theories on
batting practice. :
So if ther# exists a mortal with a good per-
spective on the true merite of the rise in the
home-run market it should be Billy Keeler.
* This old struggle between the pitchers and the
batsmen has been hiz study throughout his
fifty years.. He should he ‘able to remember
the days when scores of 86 to 8 were not con-
eidersd absurd, It is likely he even saw games
played by whiskered stars where the pitchers
worked underhand. But where is ona to find
8 baeeball star who was lost from the firma-
ment 8 decade ago? It {n not so difficult when
the star 18 Keeler and infermation iz sought
in Brooklyn, A few months ago in an invalid's
whee!l chair he was trundled off the noat that
forries between Sheapshead Bay and Rocka-
way Point, :

“You'll find him right dewn against the
ocean, {n the very last bungslow on Rockaway
Point,” said ona of his old admirers, and there
he was, 310 Tl

Billy Keeler has digearded the wheel chair
and his friend and physician, Dy, Charles

Wuest, watehes with tender solicituda while -

the old ball player who used to go from home

to first like a flash doles out a precious enefgy
ration for a short walk on the beach. The air
ig building him up in fine style, and that is
more important even.than what the old boy
thinks of Babe Ruth.

“He's got a beautiful swing,” praised Keeler,
sitting down on a hanging couch on his bunga-
low veranda. “Yes; he's got 'a beautiful
swing. Ruth'is better than any one. I den't
mean that he is a scientific hitter (Billy shook
his head here), but he certainly is a wonder
with home runs.

1 don't know whether the hall iz any more
live’ or mot. I've only seen one game—tho
last championship——since they claim the hall
has been changed, and I couldn't judge by that,
but there are several factors that have altered
the chances of the pitchers and the batters.

“Thket is & changing struggle. Every base-
ball plager who studies the game ia really an
inventor geeking ways to alter it. It’s like the
centuries-old contest between the makers of
armor and the makers of projectilsa. Bome-
body produces a bullet-proof armor and then
somebody else produces a bullet that can pene-
trate anything, It's the same way with bank
burglars and bank vaulte, As fast aa the
bankers improva thelr strong-boxes just so do
the yegge devise s new scheme for breaking
the burglar-proof safes, If the burglars and
tha safes were kept at their original level of
ability and material the centest would be bet-
ter, Perhaps baseball iy llke tnat.

“Taking away the spit ball improved hit-
ting. The spit ball was one I couldn’t figure.
I never did approve of it, either. It doesn't
look right to see a fellow spitting on a ball.
It’s unhealthy, too, as far as that goes. Then
they got to using all sorts of stuff on the ball,
rubbing it with emery paper and putting paraf-
fin on it. A lot of pitchers lost contral fool-
ing around with these freak deliveries and
then, when the rules were altered, forbidding
such practices, the spit ball boys didn’t have
a thing. That alone was sufficient to give the
batters a better chance.

“There is another thing about the improve-
ment in hitting, More are playing, and the
big leagues have more material from which to
recruit their teams. Of course, proportion-
ately, as many good pitchers will be produced
a5 batters. Changing the rules changes the
balance. But it's a better game now. Don't
forget that."”

Switching the subject abruptly, Billy point-
ed out over the low sea wall a few yards from
his bungalow, where the tips of slender masts
rose strangely from the surface of the ocean.

‘“That's where the Princess Anne went
down,” he said. ‘“She was bound for Norfolk
and got blown in here.”

Sometimes the surf that pounds on the shora
of Rockaway Point is a caution to mariners,
but when it reils in at night now and breaks
with a roar on the beach close by the bungalow
the old ball player can drcam that he is hear-
ing again the wild yells of his admirers in the
grandstands pleading for a needed hit from
the bat of Wee Willie Keeler.

Rules of Other National
Games Stay Put

Other countries do not change the rules of
their national sports as Americans de. A bull
fighter of to-day could use the swords of a
matador of a century ago., The black owner
of Lily, the goat mascot, could roll 4 natural
swith the dice of D'Artagnan. Craps, however,
is an American game that refutes tha argu-
ment that we are always fiddling with the
rules. A seven is understood in a deaf-mute
asylum, It never requires the services of an
umpire. The quality of the players sometimes
creates new conditions, but ths handicap in a
fair game remains the same with regard to the
shoocter and his opponents. Ceccasionally one
will hear a plaintive cry of “Boy, don’t pick up
that money 'til the bones is quist. That is
the way it is with cricket.

The present-day laws of cricket as adopted
by the Marylebone Cricket Club, of London,
would not confuss Tom Brown if he should
come out once more to play for Rugby, and the
men who won Waterioo on the ericket flelds of
England eould, {f resurrected in the viger of
vouth, make a ereditable showing against Ox-
ford to-day. '

“What? Revise the rules of cricket!” re-

CE TO BASEBALL?

Drawing by ELLISON HOOVER
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“Hitting ’em where they ain't” is
quite as good cricket az it is good
basebadll. Ther's no live core to the
ball, It doesn’t travel “on its own”

peated Harry Rushton in horrified tones,
“Why, my dear sir, it wouldn't be cricket.”

Mr. Rushton is secretary of the Metropolitan
District Cricket League, and the very best
howler of the Brooklyn team. He allowed his
bath to get cold last Sunday morning before
starting for the cricket field in order to make
this point clear.

For thirty years, Mr. Rushton, British born,
but now an American citizen, has always bean
among the first four bowlers among New York
cricketers. He has played steadily in the Mei-
ropolitan League since it was organized in
1880.

“The revision of rules in cricket iz usually
for clarification. The only change that I can
recall which altered the balance of chance lie-
tween the batsman and the bowler was really
due to the American influence, I should say,
and England, of course, has never accepted
this change,

“About four years ago, there was agitated
& movement among American cricketers to in-
crease an ‘over' from six to ten ballz, so that
50 much time would not be lost in changing
fielders. In Australia .the ‘over’ has been
changed from six to eight, but the Briton at
home clings to the six ball ‘over.” This change
in the number of balls to an ‘over’ makes the
bowler's task a trifle harder. In my memory
this is the oniy time the struggle between
batsman and bowler was altered by changing
the rules.

To Change Crichet Rules
Wouldn’t “Be Cricket”

“When you speak to a Britisher about
changing rules of any kind you touch him
deeply. A ball must weigh not less than five
and a half ounces, and not more than five and
three-quarters ounces. The balls we use in
America ave all imported and cost us $4.50.
The slightest variation in the materials or
method of manufacture would have a decided
influence on the game. T'll wager the Duke
of Wellington could have played with this
ball.”

Mr. Rushton produced a ball in size similar
to a baseball. It was of red leather, quite like
that which is s0 popular at Christmas time
in gentlemen's slippers to go with the wvelvet
collared befrogged smoking jackets. Instead
of the stitches following twisting curved linzs,
as on a haseball, it was in six rows, that
formed an equator on this sphere. The halves
had been formed by quarters sewn together
and the seams turned in. .

“There is -packed leather in there,” ea-
plained Mr. Rushton, “and there izn't any live
core.” "ok

He produced a copy of the constitution lﬁ :
by-laws of the Metropolitan Distriet Cricket
League, of New York, which inclnded the lawe
of cricket as adopted and amended by the
Marylebone Cricket Club, of London. Marylé-
hone iz the capital of the ericket world. Ré-
visions in the laws were made by this organl-
zation in 1884, 1889, 1898, 1900, 1902 and 1908:
Baseball club owners have been changing the
rules at least once a vear and oftener, whesn
they think of something they consider urgent.

In all the revisions of cricket laws, however, .
there is nothing.to compare with the baseball ;
ruling that altered the distance between bats-
man and pitcher a few years ago, nor yet the
rule that made foul tipe “strikes.” %

“In thirty vears we've had nothing to com-
pare in cricket with the radieal change-making
“Youls’ into ‘strikes,’ " said Mr. Rushton. “In
cricket you can't take a bowler out in the
middle of an ‘over’ The bowler must finish
unless he drops dead. In fact, there are no |
substitutes in cricket, except if & fielder is hurt
a man can replace him, but only in' fielding, for
his side thereafter must bat one man short.” =

Clearly, if baseball is to remain baseball;
the men who control it will have to stop tami-
pering with it. At the rate they are poing, 1%
is not too much to anticipate that before long,
in order to cut down the number of home runs,
they may be ordering an incressed number of
bases, or-forcing all players to don at least ong
Oregon hoot after getting to first. : '




